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MEMOIRS OF 
Mrs. ANN ELIZA BLEECKER. 


Mrs. Ann Exiza BLEECKER was the youngest child 
of Mr. Brandt Schuyler, of New-York (the place of her 
nativity,) she was born in October, 1752; and though 
in her garlier years she never displayed any partiahty ° 
for school, yet she was passionately fond of books, inso- 
much, that she read with propriety any book that came 
to hand long before the time that children in common 
pass their Spelling Books. But though her poetical 
productions, (which made their appearance very early,) 
displayed a taste far superior to her years; yet, so great 
was her diffidence of her own abilities, that none but her 
most intimate acquaintance were ever indulged with a 
view of any of her performances, and then they were no 
sooner perused than she destroyed them. 

Ifence it comes, that none of her compositions, pre- 
vious to the year 1769, are extant: in that year she 
married Joun J. Brerckenr, Esq. of New Rochelle: 
and being willing now to cherish ber genius, after a short 
resilence in the capital, they retired to Poughkeepsie, 
where they stayed a year or two; and then taking a fan- 
cy to the northern parts of this state, they removed to 
Tomhanick, a beautiful solitary little villiage, eighteen 
miles above Albany. Flere Mr. Bleecker built him an 
house on a little eminence, which commanded a pleas- 
ing prospect. On the east side of it was an elegantly 
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simple g gattengwhere fruits and flowers, exotics as well 
wus natives, flourished with beauty ; aid a litde beyond 
it the roaring river of Tomhanick dashed with rapidity 
its foaming waters among the broken rocks; toward the 
west, lay ‘eae cultivated fields; im the rear, a youns 

orchard, bounded by a thick forest; and in front, ‘(after 
crossing the main road,) a meadow, through which wan. 
dered a dim »pling stream, stretched itself to joina ridge 
of tall nodding pines, which rose in awful erandeur on 
the shelving brow of a grassy mountain. Through the 
openings of this wood you might descry little cottages 
scattered up and down the country, whose environs the 
hard hand of industry had.transformed into rich fields 
and blooming gardens, and literally caused the wilder. 
ness to blossom asthe rose. Itis to this scene she al- 
ludes where she so beautifully says, 

Cast youreyes beyond this meadow, 
Painted by a hand Divine, 
And observe th ample shadow 
Of that solemn ridge of pine. 


This was such a retreat as she had always desired--the 
dark forest, the rushing river, and the green valley, nay 
more charms for her than the gay metropolis she had 
left, and in which she was so well calculated to shine: 
and she was so much attached to rural pleasures, that ne 
birds, (those of prey excepted,) were ever suffered to 
be shot near her habitation if she could prevent it—in- 
deed, they built their nests unmolested in the very porch 
cf the Mbese. 

And the cultivation of flowers had likewise a large 
share of her attention, so much, that where flora hed 
been remiss in decking the sod, she took upon herseli 
that office, by eathering seeds from her own garden and 
strewing them promiscuously in the weods and fields, 
and along the clovery borders of her favorite brook. 

*Till the memorable 1777, they lived in the most per- 
fect tranguility—fair prospects were opening on ever) 
side—Her mother, a widow, (an ornament to the sex,) 
Jived with her—her half-sister, AZss Zen Ziyek was ber 
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band and prattling children closed the circle, end leit 
her scarce another wish on this side of the grave. ‘Then, 
indeed, the clamorous thunders of war frighted them 
from their peaceful dwelling, and the blasting hand of 
desolation dispersed them as a flock in the desert. 

Mr. Bleecker, hearing of the approaches of the infe- 
tuated Burgoyne, had left Mrs. Bleecker with the chi.- 
dren and servants, while he went to Aibany to seck a 
place for them, (her mother “7 sister having just quit- 
ted her.) But he had scarce been gone a day, when as 
she sat at breakfast, she received intelligence that the 
pROmyY were within two miles of the village, burning 
and murdering all befor re them. ‘Terrifted bey ond de- 
scription, she rose from the table, and taking ber Abella 
on her arm, and her other daughter, (about four years 
old,) by the hand, she set off on foot, with a young mt- 
latto girl, leaving the house and furniture to the mercy 
of the approaching savages. ‘The roads were crou :ded 
with carriages loaded with women and children, but none 
could afford her assistance—distress was depiciured on 
every countenance, ,and tears of heartfelt anguish mois- 
tened every cheek. They passed on—no one spoke toa 
another—and no sound, but the dismal creaking of bur- 
dened wheels and the trampling of horses, interrupted 
the mournful silence. After a tedious walk of four ot 
five miles, she obtained a seat for the children upon one 
of the wargons, and she walked on to Stony Arabia, 
where she expected to find many friends; but she was 
deceived—no door was open to h er; whose house by ma- 
ny of them had been made use of as a home—she Wwan- 
dered from house to house, and at length obtained a 
place in the garret of a rich old acquaintance, where a 
couple of blankets, stretched upon some boards, were 
offered her as a bed; she, howcver, set up all night and 
wept, and the next morning Mr. Bleecker coniing from 
Albany, met with them and returned to that city, from 
whence they set off with several other families by water. 
At twelve miles below Albany litthe Abella was taken 
so lil. that they were oblised to eo on shore, where she 
died. Lie i Ampression this event made on Mrs. Bleeck- 
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er’s mind were never effaced. The remembrance of 

every circumstance that led to it—the return of the sea- 
son—the voice of an infant—or even the calm approach 
ofa summer’s evening, never failed to awaken all her 
sorrows ; and she being naturally of a pensive turn of 
mind, too freely indulged them. 

From this they proceeded to Red-Hook, where she met : 
with her mother, who was declining very fast, and died a 4 
little after her daughter’s arrival. The capture of Bur- 3 
goyne soon after taking place, they again set off to visit 

*their little solitude ; but, in their journey thither, she 
had the sorrowful office of closing the eyes of her last 
remaining sister —Concluded in our next. 











ORIGINAL PAPERS. 
























For the Casket. 


TO THE HUDSON BELLES. 


No. I. 
Mr. Canpip, 


Having taken this general and pretty ample view 
of our subject ;. having seen that dancing may be pro- 
perly considered as an amusement, which increase our 
own happiness ; I will now make a few observations up- 
on this branch of amusement, particularly as it respects 
the female part of mankind. 

Modesty is a thing of the very first consequence to a 
female ; it beautifies all other qualities. Where a girl 
is seen to be disconcerted at the least indclicate ac- 
tion, she is truly admired by her acquaintance, and all 
who view her nice sensibility; and, on the other hand, 
where that expressive susceptibility of the softer pas- 
sions, bashfulness. is a stranger to her cheek, she may, 
probably, be esteemed for a while, but she will, most in- 
evitably, in the end, be both abandoned and despiscd ; 
: and, perhaps, by the very people whom she formerly 
¥ considered beneath her notice. “ When a girl ceases 
to blush,” says an useful writer, ‘ she has lost the most 
powerful charm of beauty. That extreme» sensibility |: 
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THE CASFET. 


which it indicates, may be a weakness and incumbrance 
in our sex, as I have too often felt; but,” in the fair sex, 
“it is peculiarly engaging.” Every species of inde- 
licacy, or rather assurance, ought to be unknown In the 
breast of every female; or, at Jeast, it ought to be for- 
eign to every action, especially before the male sex; as 
every such action, otherwise conducted, is not only high- 
ly ridiculous in itself, but extremely offensive to men in 
ceneral. The rudest men on earth, almost, will notice 
unguarded actions and expressions in a female; and. 
will be shocked by them. Men, in gencral, conceive 
themselves possessing more freedom of manners than 
women, and this liberty seems natural to them, as it de- 
pends, in avery great measure, upon their education. 
They, from their lassity of manners, use uncouth lan- 
euage, kc. among themselves; and this will even hap- 
pen among the fair sex—this they will, for the most 
part, do unconsciously. But the exact reverse will take 
place, should a girl take upon herself in their company 
the same dissoluteness—they receive it with a degree 
of becoming amazement and displeasure. Moreover, 
the same effect will be produced if a girl neglects to ex- 
press her surprise in some way or other at the trans- 
gression of the rules of delicacy on the part of the gen- 
ilemen; even although he commits the fault unmind- 
fully. Nothing can be, or indeed is, more disgusting to 
u man of nice feelings and accurate judgment, than,.an 
indiscreet action in a female. He at first attributes it to 
the weakness of her sex; he then views it asa spe- 
cimen of the depravity of human nature. Here then, 
for a moment, he meditates vpon the miserable con- 
dition of himself, and fellow-mortals. He sees reason 
in ignominy shelter her head under. the pitiful mean- 
ness of instinct ! He views with compassion, women, de- 
senerated, as it were, into nothing-——below the sphere of 
unreasonable creation: He flies with horror and aver- 
sion from such unwelcome thoughts, and in sorrow 
strives to palliate the offence. 

What would you think of a young lady, educated in 
the school of refinemeat, possessed of the degraded spi- 
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rit which would allow her to commit an act of indecen- 
cy,- which would be contemptible even in the circle of 
unpolished manners? Would you not, sir, with every 
man of common perception, consider her as mean as in- 
significancy itself could render her? I am led to believe 
you would, and that even at the expense of your proju- 
dice. We mare heard a great deal about female celica- 
cy, and we have been inquiring after its principles, and 
iis practice, from time out of mind; but, alas! we are 
still ignorant of the most essential parts. We have secn 
a great variety of disquisitions concerning this subject, 
and they have been as undecisive, as they have been 
numerous—even discussion has born and nurtured wnon 
the world itself. I wish now only, to make an applica- 
tion of what I have said, to the object of this communi- 
cation, and here I will not be preolix. 

Although rudeness and indelicacy may appear more 
abundantly fasizonable in one place than it is in another ; 
and although itis equally ridiculous in both ; yet, still 
it is more obvious in one, than it is in another. Thus i 
is much more conspicuous in public, than it is in private 
—hence, for instance, in dancing assemblies such perpe- 
trations will be more certainly discovered. ‘Po explain 
the cause of this difference, would be unnecessary ; as, 
Tam sure every pers cannot be ignorant of it. I would 
not wish to intimate by this, that indiscreetness is a more 
frequent occurrence at frubiic balls, than at other places; 
but rather, that 1t is much more easily observed, and that 
consequences are in proportion more charming. I will 
now be understood, that, I suppose there has been in- 
fringements upon celicacy effected; but I hope, it will 
not be concluded, that this opinion has no foundation— 
far from it. ‘That cause which has matured my obser- 
vations upon this subject, is, fact alone, the basis upon 
which, we ought always, to ground our opinions. 

There is one subject which I have not yet even hint- 
ed at—I mean novel reading. ‘This is, perhaps, the 
nost difficult task we are to be engaged in. It: is that 
which I call a vice, and I now transfer to it Aiedous, as a 
worthy epithet, as I hope to show hereafter. | 


Timoruy AIMWELL. 
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THE HIPPOPOTAMUS. 

Although this animal has been celebrated from the 
earliest ages, it was, notwithstanding, but imperfectly 
:nown to the ancients. It 1s only towards the sixteenth 
century that we had some precise indications on the 
subject. Rat : 

In comparing the descriptions which we have observ- 
ed in different travellers, the hippopotamus appears to 
be an animal whose body is longer and thicker than that 
of the rhinoceros; but his fore legs are much shorter. 
His head is short, and thick in proportion to the body. 
He has no horns, neither on the nose, like the rhinoceros, 
por on the head, like ruminating animals. His cry, 
when hurt, approaches as near to the neighing of the 
horse as the bellowing of the buffalo ; but his usual vaice 
resembies the neighing of a horse, from which, how- 
ever, he differs in every other respect; and this fact, 
we may presume, has been the sole reason for giving 
him the name of Aiffiofotamus, or river-horse ; as the 
howling of the lynx, which resembles that of the wolf, 
has occasioned him to be called the stag-like wolf. The 
incisive teeth of the hippopotamus, and especially the 
two canine teeth of the lower jaw, are very long, very 
strong, and of so hard a substance, that they strike fire 
with a piece of iron. This is probably what has given 
rise to the fable of the ancients, who have reported that 
the hippopotamus vomited fire. ‘These canine teeth of 
this animal are so white, so clean, and so hard, that they 
are 1-referable to ivory, for making artificial teeth. The 
molares are square, or rather longer on one side than 
the other, nearly like the grinders of a-man, and so thick 
that a single one weighs more than three pounds. The 
largest of the incisiveyagr the canine teeth, are twelve, 
and even seventeen inches in Jength, and sometimes 
weigh twelve or thirteen pounds each. 

He is powerfully armed with a prodigious strength of 
body, and might render himself formidable-to every ani- 
mal; but he is naturally gentle, and is otherwise so hea- 
vy and slow, that he cannot possibly catch any other 
quadrupid in the chace. He swims quicker than he 
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runs, pursues the fish, and makes them his prey. H, 
delights much in the water, and stays there as willing), 
as upon: land ; notwithstanding whjch, he has no mem. 
branes sehihbash his toes, like the beaver and otter; and 
it is plain, that the great ease with which he swims, js 
only owing to the great capacity of his body, which onl; 
makes bulk for bulk, and is nearly of an equal w eight 
with the water. Besides, he remains a long time un. 
der water, and walks at the bottom as well as he does in 
the open air. His resource, when he finds himself in 
danger, is to plunge himself into the water, and goa 
great distance before he re-appears. He commonly re. 
treats from his pursuers; but if he is wounded, he be. 
comes irritated, and, immediately facing about with great 
fury, rushes.against the boats, seizes them with his tecth, 
often tears pieces out of them, and sometimes sinks 
them under water. “ I have seen,” says.a traveller, “ an 
hippopotamus open his mouth, fix one tooth on the side 
of a boat, and another to the second plank under the 
jiecl ; that is, four feet distant from each other, pierce it 
through and through, and.in this manner sink the beat 
to the bottom. I have seen another, lying by the sea- 
shore, upon which the waves had driven a shallop heavi- 
ly laden, which remained upon his back dry, and which 
was again washed back by another wave, without the 
animal’s appearing to have received the least injury. 
W hen the negroes go a fishing in their canoes, and mect 
with an hippopotamus, they throw fish to him; and 
then he passes on, without disturbing their fishery any 
more. Once, when our shallop was near shore, I saw 
one of them get underneath it, lift it above water upon 
his back, and overset it with six men who were in it; 
but, fortunately, they received no hurt.” 

‘© We dare not,” says another traveller, “ irritate the 
hippopotamus in the water, since an adventure happe™ 
ed, which was near proving fatal to three men. They 
were going in a small canoe, to kill one in a river where 
there was about eight or ten feet water. After they had 
discovered him walking at the bottom, according toh: 


custom, they wounded him with a long lance, which so. 
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so greatly enraged him, that he rose immediately to the 
surface of the water, regarded them with a most terri- 
ple look, epened his mouth, and, at one bite, took a great 
piece out of the side of the canoe, and had vety nearly 
overturned it; but he re-plunged, almost directly, to the 
bottom of the water.” 

These animals are only numerous In some parts of the 
world; it even appears, that the species is confined to 
particular climates, and seldom to be met with but in the 
rivers of Africa —M. De Buffon. 
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“ Quiz” is under consideration. After we have quiz- 
ed him, he may, perhaps, quiz the public, with his ori- 
ginal, (selected,) communication. 

‘“ EmMiLLius” in answer to * Emmeline,” is declined. 
Contentions of this kind seldom instruct or amuse. If 
_he should feel himself inclined to favor us with a com- 
munication upon some other subject, he shall be wel- 
; come to our pages. 

We have received a communication under the signa- 
_ture of * Oscar ;” who informs us he has lately turned 
poet, and has sent us two or three pieces ‘as a specimen. 
The writer may rest assured that we shall not be back- 
ward in giving frofier encouragement to dawning genius. 

We should be very happy to hear from “ An Old 
Gentleman,” who promised us the “ speculations of his 
leisure hours,” soon after the commencement of the 
» Casket; we do not think they. can be employed to.a bet- 
_ ter purpose for us. 

4 aa 222225 Dist 
MARRIED, 

In this city, on the 4th instant, by the Rev. Mr. Chester, 
Capt. Ralph Utley to Miss Sally Huntington. 

On the 5th instaut, by the RevMr. Chester, Gilbert 
Jenkins, Esq. cashier of the Bank of Hudson, to Miss Sel- 
ly Worth, daughter of S, Worth, Esq. all of this citu. 
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THE CASKET. 


FOR THE CASKEY?. 
Mr. Canpip, 

Having occastonly spent a leisure. moment in read. 
ing the Casket, I sometimes felt a wish that its pages migi 
contain something that may excite and cherish the fine 
Feelings of the heart, and convey instruction as well as a. 
musement. Whether the inclosed fiece will have that 
fect, or whether it will be considered worthy a place, I she! 
leave Mr. Candid to determine; and should tt be deemed 
60, J will occastonly select such for the Casket. 


An ATHENIAN. 

— + 
An atiempt to versify the address ioa husband, fivin ir 
Economy of Human life. 


When thou, O man! the lovely fair confin’d 
Whose manners soft, with mental graces join’d 
Her form be such as fancy shall approve, 

Her breast replete with tenderness and love, 
Oh take her to thy home, thy arms, thy heart, 
Let nought but death the nuptial tie dispart. 
She is thy sweet, thy bosom friend, thy wife, 
Ordain’d by Heav’n the noblest balm of life, 
As mistress of thy house confess her sway, 
And thus instruct thy servants to obey. 

Let meekness guide when thou her faults reprove, 
And may each admonition flow from love ; 
Trust all thy secrets to her gentile breast, 

And there repose thy anxious cares to rest. 
And Oh! when fell disease exerts its power, 
And sad affliction darkens every hour, 

W hen pallid sickness o’er her cheek is spread, 
And the fair train of rosy charms are fled, 
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When all the beauties languish in her eye, 
And her soft bosom heaves the aching sigh, 
Oh let affection’s sympathetic clow, 
Soothe all her pangs, and mitigate her wo. 
By all attention all thy aid impart, 
With sweet endearments raise her drooping heart ; 
Was round her couch, anticipate each want, 

ij ere she forms the wish, her wishes grant ; 
From thee one look of pity shall avail 
And ease her pain, when ten Physicians fail, 
Oh let her tender frame engage thy care, 
And let thy kindness all her sufi’ rings share. 
Re this the darling object of thy life 
‘lo love, to cherish, and to bless thy wife. 


<a TOSS 
THE HAPPY PAIR. 


“ When married,” they say, “ that our love’s at an end, 
‘In a wife we can neither find mistress nor friend.” . 
But I, who have tried it, with reason can say, 


“Tnever was happy, till that happy day.” 


Since that day on which Hymen consign’d to my arms, 


My Celia, possess’d of a th ousand soft charms : 

So smooth and so h sappy the hours have run on, 
live years have elaps’d, and we thought them but one. 
Our cares and our pleasures have still been the same ; 

And of sorrow, we’re thankful, we know but the name: 
We’re mutually pleas’d in endeav’ring to please, 

And though we’re not rich, still we live at our ease. 


When crosses occur (who have not their crosses ?) 
‘\s misfortunes at times may subject us to losses— 

Yet while — are trivial, in each other’s arms, 
Wecan sl cep without care, and are free from alarms. 


The cynics must err, when they say, “ in this life, 
‘There is nothing but folly, and madness, and strife ;" 

believe no such prating ; their text I deny: 

Take such wives as my Celia, and prove that they lie. 
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THE CASKET. 


TWO BLANKS TO A PRIZE. 


IN the lott’ry of life, lest dame fortune beguile, 
This great truth we should ever premise, 

That altho’ the bright goddess may simper and smile, 
She has always—two blanks to a prize! 


If a husband you’d take, miss—or you, sir, a wife, 
From this maxim divert not your eyes ; 

For of one and the other I’ll venture my life, 
There are more than—two blanks to a prize ! 


If in law you’re entangl’d, why then, silly man, 
As a friend, give me leave ‘to advise ; 

Slip your neck from the collar, as fast as you can: 
There are fifty—two blanks to to a prize! 


And if for preferment, you’re striving at court, 
Or by merit expect you shall rise ; 
Then your chance is not worth, sir, three fourths of 2 
There are ninety—two blanks toa prize! — [groat: 
—Kte SSS 


FOR THE CASKET. 


TO HARRIOT. 


Sweet Harriot, you’ve stole my heart, 
You’ve pierced it with Cupid’s dart, 
from your lovely dark rolling eye, 

I saw the arrow—saw it fly. 


It so deeply pierced my breast, 
‘That new I can obtain no rest ; 
So Harriot, return me mine, 
Or else I will and must have thine. 
Orval. 
Manaprercdhatrrohtacparwbhatdbiaiel” 
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